PETITION TO DENY THE TIGER STORAGE / NEW LEAF BESS FACILITY
TO: The Rock Island County Board and Zoning Board of Appeals
FROM: The Residents and Voters of Rock Island County

PETITION STATEMENT:

We, the undersigned residents of Rock Island County, strongly oppose the approval, zoning, and construction of the proposed 16-acre Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) orchestrated by New Leaf and Tiger Storage 1 LLC. We respectfully demand that county leadership reject all permits and zoning requests for this hazardous and unnecessary development.

Why We Are Opposed

· Extreme Fire & Safety Hazards: Lithium-ion battery facilities pose a severe risk of "thermal runaway" fires. These chemical fires are notoriously difficult for local fire departments to extinguish, require massive amounts of water, and can burn for days. We cannot place this unmanageable burden on our first responders and local fire protection districts.
· Corporate Shell Games & Lack of Accountability: While Tiger Storage secures the land, out-of-state developers like New Leaf build the infrastructure. This corporate structuring is designed to protect their bottom line, leaving Rock Island County residents and taxpayers to shoulder 100% of the physical and financial risk if a catastrophic failure occurs.
· Toxic Environmental Threats: When these facilities catch fire or fail, they can release highly toxic smoke into the air and leach dangerous chemicals into the ground and local water supply, directly threatening the health of nearby residents and agriculture.
· Zero Local Benefit: This massive 16-acre industrial installation does not serve the residents of Rock Island County. It will not lower our local energy costs, nor will it provide long-term, sustainable jobs for our community.
· Inappropriate Land Use: Placing an industrial-scale, high-risk chemical storage facility in our community degrades the local landscape, threatens neighboring property values, and disrupts the safety and quiet enjoyment of our county.

OUR DEMAND:
We urge the Rock Island County Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals to prioritize the safety, health, and financial well-being of its citizens over out-of-state corporate developers. Vote NO on the Tiger Storage / New Leaf BESS facility.
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